
Bom 1921 in Berlin. Prosperous upper middle class Jewish family. Father owned a famous
sports store. (Trained at Burberry's). Also in film financing. More Prussian than the
Prussians. Mother's family involved in theatre and the arts. Saw the Reichstag burning.
Family fled to Scotland in 1934. Father died shortly afterwards, utterly destroyed. Sold
valuable belongings to live. Wobum House helped. As did English "aunt" Mrs. Constant
Hoster. Mother rented a house and took in boarders. Boys educated at St. Paul's School.

_ External student at Bartlett School of Architecture. Articled to C.W. Glover & Partners.
J 1937-1939. Designed air raid shelters etc. Passed as friendly alien but interned in 1940.^ Glover arranged his release. Volunteered for AMPC (Auxiliary Military Pioneer Corps).

Escorted members of French Foreign Legion to Ilffacombe. Description of AMPC camp in
Ilffacombe. Huge diversity of fame and talent among the occupants. Wangled a transfer to
RAF in 1941. (28'45") Sent to ITW in Scarborough. Then to 11 EFTS in Perth. Relationship
with fellow pilots. As a German Jew, he could never be captured. Sent to Canada and the
USA to continue training with the Arnold Wing. Wore US uniform. Trained on Stearmans,
Vultees and Harvards. (47'13").

End of Side 1.

Flying in the USA. Difference in outlook between RAF and US personnel. Returned to UK
, as sergeant pilot. Flew Hurricanes. Then in October 1943 to 609 Squadron at Lympne flying

Typhoon. Converted to rockets early in 1944, and formed part of Second Tactical Air Force,
living under canvas. Formidable fighting force. (12 mins). Crossed to Normandy. "Cab
Rank" system. Heavy losses to A.A. fire. Sister squadron (198) attacked Rommel.
Unsuccessful attack on Bruneval radar station. Performance of the Typhoon. Losses from
friendly fire. Trigger happy naval gunners. Trapped by German controller. Vices of the
T5q)hoon. Attack on Gestapo headquarters at Dunkirk. Flying superstitions. (41'16").

End of Side 2.

Stayed with 2nd TAF until VE day. Hospitalised by hernia from November 1944 to January
1945. Lost 70 pilots in 1944. Living under great pressure. Finally commissioned. Stationed
at Wunsdorf and took charge of Luftwaffe prisoners. (Visited Denham during the war and
got a taste for the film business). Reactions on coming into contact with defeated Germans.
Witnessed the complete disintegration of a nation. Had an affinity with Luftwaffe prisoners.
British treatment of the war as a sport. An attitude that pervaded the multi-national squadron.
A defence mechanism. Insulation from the reality of war. Crack-ups. The loss of friends. The
paralysed pilot. (29'42").

End of Side 3.
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In 1946 entered film industry. Sister knew Jim Day, a buyer, and mentioned Ken to him.
Saw Andy Massey, supervising art director at Riverside Studios and joined with Tony
Masters on This Was a Woman. Draughtsman on The Brass Monkey. Worked for Oliver
Messel on The Queen of Spades. A great experience. In 1948 on Third Time Uicky. Worked
as Assistant to Duncan Sutherland on Obsession with Eddie Dmytryk at Pinewood. Then Your
Witness directed by Robert Montgomery with Ralph Brinton. In 1949 had an important break
as assistant on Captain Horatio Homblower. In charge of building the ship at Villefranche
Sur Mer. Became a ship expert. The Crimson Pirate, Helen of Troy etc. Vernon Sewell a ship
expert. Married in 1952. Worked on The Master ofBallantrae on honeymoon. Story of the
"Implacable". Got away from type casting as ship expert. Worked on The Intruder with
Joseph Bato (once a pupil of Matisse). Unique experience of working at Shepperton; the
studio of studios. Design of Coppola's Zoetrope Studios based on Korda's Shepperton. Great
art directors there: John Bryan, Andreyev, George Markeyevitch, etc. A very happy
experience. Great reluctance to move to Pinewood in 1961 to design Dr. No. Thought it
impersonal. Studio changed their way of working to suit him. Great construction manager
Ronnie Udell. Art budget on Dr.No £20000. Nervous reaction of Film Finances, but
subsequent success proved him. Soho Incident for Vernon Sewell. In 1955 Working for Mike
Todd on Around the World in Eighty Days. Associate producer William Cameron Menzies.
Personal whims of Mike Todd. An incredible showman and a monster. Child in the House
for Cy Endfield. Recommended to John Ford for Gideon's Day. A great experience.
Problems with traffic on Westminster Bridge. The Haunted directed by Jacques Toumier
(1956). Then met Bob Aldrich. A strong influence on him. Ten Seconds to Hell in Berlin in
1958. (46'03")

End of Side 4.

Did several films with Aldrich. Great admiration for him and his professionalism. Sodom and
Gomorrah in Italy. Had a lot of fim on it. Aldrich's influence on him. Enjoyment of working
on films of contrasting budgets and styles. The Rough & the Smooth for Bob Siodmak. The
Trials of Oscar Wilde for Cubby Broccoli a very significant picture. The sets a challenge for
Elstree Studios. This assignment led him to the Bond pictures. Stanley Kubrick contacted him
after seeing Dr.No, and taken on for Dr. Strangelove. The challenges presented by The
Bomb. No help given by the USAF. A very important picture. A challenging relationship
with Kubrick. Goldfinger followed. Avoided doing two Bonds in succession. The Ipcress File
with Michael Caine, an anti-hero picture. First experience on working on a entirely location
picture. Small budget contrast to Bond. The right chemistry throughout. An important picture
to him. Followed by Thunderball. All fun pictures. Terence Young an underestimated
director. Bond pictures a special chapter. (29'27")

End of Side 5.
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Bom Berlin. Germany. Educated In BerUn at U coUege Francais.
Left for England/Scotland in 1934 and conUnued educaUon at
Craigend Park School. Edinburgh, and St. Paul's School. London.
Studied Architecture for two years at the Bartlett School. London
University, and Received Articles with C.W. Glover & Partners.
Architects and Civil Engineers. In 1940 joined the Pioneer Corps and
in 1941 transferred to the R.A.F. Trained as a pilot in the United

( ) States, seconded to the U.S. Air Force. Returned td the U.K. In 1943
as an RA.F. fighter pilot and served with 609 W.R Squadron until
O c t o b e r 1 9 4 6 .

Joined the film Industry In 1947 as a draughtsman.

F I L M S A S D R A U G H T S M A N ; D i r e c t o r s ;

1 9 4 7 T H I S W A S A W O M A N T i m W h e l a n
1 9 4 7 T H E B R A S S M O N K E Y T h o r t o n F r e e l a n d ,
1948 THE QUEEN OF SPADES , Thorald Dlckerson / A "
1 9 4 8 T H I R D T I M E L U C K Y G o r d o n P a r r y

F I L M S A S A S S I S T A N T A R T D I R E C T O R : D i r e c t o r s :

O B S E S S I O N
Y O U R W I T N E S S

CAPTIAN HORATIO HORNBLOWER
T H E I N T R U D E R
T H E S TA R O F I N D I A
H E L E N O F T R O Y

Edward Dmytryk
Robert Montgomery
R a o u l Wa l s h
Guy Hamilton
A r t h u r L u b l n
Rober t W ise & Raou l Wa lsh

F I L M S A S A S S O C I AT E A R T D I R E C T O R :

1 9 5 1 T H E C R I M S O N P I R A T E R o b e r t S i o d m a c k
1 9 5 2 T H E M A S T E R O F B A L L A N T R A E B i l l K e i g h l e y
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D I R E C T O R S

1 9 5 3 T H E D E V I L ' S P A S S
1 9 5 5 S O H O I N C I D E N T
1955 AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS
1 9 5 6 C H I L D I N T H E H O U S E
1957 GIDEON'S DAY
1958 TEN SECONDS TO HELL
1959 BEYOND THIS PLACE

D'arcy Conyers
V e m o n S e w e l l
M i c h a e l A n d e r s o n

Cy Enfield
J o h n F o r d
R o b e r t A l d r l c h
J a c k C a r d i f f

F I L M S A S P R O D U C T I O N D E S I G N E R ;

1956-57 NIGHT OF THE DEMON
1 9 5 7 B A T T L E O F V . l
1958 THE ANGRY HILLS
1959 THE ROUGH & THE SMOOTH
1 9 5 9 I N T H E N I C K
1 9 5 9 L E T S G E T M A R R I E D
1960 THE TRIALS OF OSCAR WILDE
1960-61 SODOM AND GOMORRAH
1 9 6 1 - 6 2 D R . N O
1962 IN THE COOL OF THE DAY
1 9 6 2 - 6 3 D R . S T R A N G E L O V E
1 9 6 3 W O M A N O F S T R A W
1 9 6 3 - 6 4 G O L D F I N G E R
1 9 6 4 T H E I P C R E S S F I L E
1 9 6 4 - 6 5 T H U N D E R B A L L
1 9 6 5 F U N E R A L I N B E R U N
1 9 6 6 Y O U O N LY L I V E T W I C E
1967 CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG
1 9 6 9 G O O D B Y E M R C H I P S
1970 THE OWL & THE PUSSY CAT
1 9 7 1 D I A M O N D S A R E F O R E V E R
1 9 7 2 S L E U T H
1 9 7 2 T H E L A S T O F S H E I L A
1 9 7 3 - 7 4 B A R R Y L Y N D O N
1 9 7 5 S A L O N K I T T Y
1975 THE SEVEN PERCENT SOLUTION
1 9 7 6 T H E S P Y W H O L O V E D M E
1 9 7 8 M O O N R A K E R

Jacques Toumie r
V e m o n S e w e l l
J a c k C t i r d i f f
R o b e r t S i o d m a c k
Ken Hughs
P e t e r G r a h a m S c o t t
Ken Hughs
R o b e r t A l d r l c h
Terence Young
R o b e r t S t e v e n s

Stanley Kubrick
B a s i l D e a r d o n

Guy Hamilton
Sidney Furie
Terence Young
Guy Hami l ton
L e w i s G i l b e r t
Ken Hughs
H e r b e r t R o s s
H e r b e r t R o s s

Guy Hamilton
Joseph L. Mankiewlcz
H e r b e r t R o s s

Stanley Kubrick
T i n t o B r a s s
H e r b e r t R o s s
L e w i s G U b e r t
L e w i s G i l b e r t
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1980-81 PENNIES FROM HEAVEN
1 9 8 3 - 8 4 K I N G D AV I D
1 9 8 4 - 8 5 A G N E S O F G O D
1986 CRIMES OF THE HEART
1 9 8 7 T H E D E C E I V E R S
1 9 8 8 D E A D B A N G
1 9 8 9 F R E S H M A N
1989-90 COMPANY BUSINESS
1 9 9 0 - 9 1 T H E D O C T O R
1991 NIGHT RIDE DOWN (cancel led)
1 9 9 2 U N D E R C O V E R B L U E S
1992-93 THE ADDAM'S FAMILY VALUES
1994 BOYS ON THE SIDE
1 9 9 4 T H E M A D N E S S O F K I N G G E O R G E

B O G U S

I N * o u r

H e r b e r t R o s s
B r u c e B e r e s l b r d
N o r m a n J e w l s o n
B r u c e B e r e s f o r d
Nick Meyer
J o h n F r a n k e n h e l m e r
Andrew Bergman
Nick Meyer
R a n d a H s i l n e s
H a r o l d B e c k e r
H e r b e r t R o s s

Baury Sonnenfeld
H e r b e r t R o s s
Nicholas Hytner
H O R . * < A M J ^ C O I S O N

f4/,P.TltA e.C)O^HSC»-fc
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M a l i b u . H e s h a r e s b o t h w i l h h i s
l l a h a n w i f e , L e l i a i a . H e c h a i n
smokes huge Cuban cigars and has
about him the heady aura of success.

As one of the film industry's top
art directors, Adam has designed the
s e t s a n d c h o s e n t h e l o c a t i o n s f o r a

string of .smash-hit movies including
seven James Bond films — among
them such classics as "Dr No,"
"Goldfinger" and "Diamonds Are
F o r e v e r " — " A r o u n d t h e W o r l d i n

Eighty Days," "The Ipcress File,"
"Dr Slrangelove," "Chitty Chitty
Bang Bang" and "Pennies From
H e a v e n . "

Surrounded by framed O.scar nom
inat ions and Br i t ish Academy
Awards, he practically purrs with
pleasure when con.sidcring his film
career. But lately it has been the glo
rious past rather than the glamorous
present that has been occupying his
m i n d .

This year marks the 75th anniver

sary of the Royal Air Force, an event
c e l e b r a t e d i n a b o o k . o f r e c o l l e c t i o n s
by Max Arthur, entitled "There Shall
Be Wings," in which Ken Adam's
exploits arc recorded, among others.
The book has refreshed memories,
some of them quite horrific, of his
wartime days as a fighter pilot with
the RAFs famed 609 .squadron.

He leafs through the green exer
cise book that was once his pilot's log
book and points to a neatly written
entry, partly underlined in red:

"Woody crashed into houses,
exploding. Damn bad luck." Very
Biggies. Very British.

"It does read like a caricature," he
admits. And yet Ken Adam is a
German-born Jew. He st i l l retains
t races o f the accen t tha t marked h im
out as a far-from-typical RAF air
a c e .

"Reading it now, it seems incredi
bly cold. But the fact is that most of

S i
as were really scared most of the
time. And this way of describing
events and treating the vt^r as a kind
of rugby game was an effort to dis
guise real emotions."

A .cdam, who came to Britain in
1934 with his parents and two broth
ers, had flying in his blood. He was
born Klaus Hugo, to an assimilated
Jewish family in Berlin. His father, a
wealthy and much-decorated cavalry
o ffice r who cons ide red h imse l f a t r ue
Prussian, had sponsored the first
German pilots crossing the Atlantic
c a s t t o w e s t . ' ,

"Though we were Jews.", recalls
the man whose many credits include
such biblical epics as "Sodom and
Gomorrah" and "K ing Dav id . "
" the re i s no doub t I f e l t Ge rman fi rs t
a n d f o r e m o s t . "

His fa ther 's i l lus ions ended in 1934
when he w^ a r res ted by the

. Gestapo. A fainily friend, who was a
member of the SS, arranged his
release and the family fled to Britain.
"My father died a year later," says
Adam. "He was a destroyed human
being."

After attending St Paul's School in
London, Ken/K laus t ra ined as an
architect at University College. Then,
with war clouds gathering, he made
several unsuccessful attempts to join
t h e v o l u n t e e r U n i v e r s i t y A i r
Squadron.

In 1940, by which time he was
working for the War Office as a
design engineer on the Bofors Gun,
his employers intervened to prevent
his being interned as an enemy alien.
He eventually managed to join the
Pioneer Corps.

"All the time," he recalls, "I kept
firing off applications to join the
RAF. And then suddenly they
accepted me. I don't know why — I
was flirting with the unit comman
der's daughter and he was probably
pleased to get rid of me."

Training in Canada and the United
States was followed, in 1943. with a
posting to 609 squadron at Lympne,
in Kent , where h is German back
ground earned him the nickname
H e i n i e .
, Adam's first taste of combat was,
nearly his last. His aircraft had not
been fitted with long-range tanks but,
feeling gung ho. he took off anyway.
Short of fuel, he radioed his com
mander. "He was f u r i ous , " Adam■ remembers. "He told me to go back
t o t h e b a s e . T h r e e m i n u t e s l a t e r h e
was dead. The squadron was
attacked by American fighters who
m i s t o o k u s f o r G e r m a n s . "

TXhc

thoughtfully on his dgar. "We took
t e r r i b l e c a s u a l t i e s . "

Adam's log-book docs not reflect
the ho r ro r. A c rash i s desc r ibed as a
"beautiful prang." High losses are a
" h e l l o f a s h a m b l e s . " S u c h d e t a c h
ment was an aid to resil ience, he
claims. But fear was ever present:

"I was always very, very scared and
I was aware that, as a German and a
Jew, if I bailed out and was captured
that would be the end o f me."

I

-he 609 squadron's place in RAF
history was secured when i ts
Typhoons became the first warplancs
to be fitted with air-to-ground rock
e t s . K e n A d a m a n d h i s c o m r a d e s
dived on enemy tank concentrations
and other ground targets at .speeds of
o v e r 5 0 0 m i l e s a n h o u r, b e f o r e
releasing their missiles. The effect
was devastating, but so was the cost.

"We always attracted a terrible
barrage of flak." says Adam, chewing

never expected to survive. I
knew the chances were against me,
and I was determined not to be cap
tured alive. No one wanted to admit
they were frightened and some man
aged to hide it I had a friend, an
Australian, who always vxjluntccrcd
for the most dangerous assignments
and always appeared to be unafraid. 1
thought of him as a kind of . super
man. Finally he was killed." , ,

The men of the squadron were fly
ing close support missions for the
Army and advanced almost to the
f ron t l i ne . I t was then tha t Adam saw
at first hand the devastating effect of
air power.

"The smell of death was every
where," he recalls. "Everything was
r u b b l e . To s e e a l l t h o s e b o d i e s w a s
terrible. I have never forgotten it."

He ended the war in Germany and
visited his family home in Berlin.
"There was nothing left but a door
way," he says. "I met some neigh
bours, including a fantily who were
anti-Nazi and had spent the war hid
ing from the Gestapo in the forest
They were starving and I gave them
some of my rations."

He learned that relathcs had been
kil led in the Holocaust "At least I
was able to fight back," he reflects.
"It may sound strange, but I would
not have mis.scd my part in the war
for anything. I don't live in the past
l ike some o f the o ld comrades I have
met at reunions. But I truly believe
that those days were this country's
greatest times."

'There Shall Be If'mgs'by Max Arthur is
published by HoJder Siouyhion at
TJ&.99. Ken Adam's latest film is 'The
Addanis' Family Values, 'for nhich he
was the production designer.


